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Efterladte Papirer, edited by H. P. Barfod and H.
Gottsched in eight volumes between 1869 and i88i.x
But to become acquainted with Kierkegaard one
no ionget needs to read Danish; his works are now
virtually all to be had in German and in an edition
which is a delight to the eye2; and the literature on
Kierkegaard both in German and French is growing
rapidly. But all this literature, with the exception
of Brandes5 brilliant monograph, deals mainly with
Kierkegaard as a philosopher and a theologian;
here I propose to 'restrict myself to him as a man of
letters.

Soren Aabye Kierkegaard was born in Copenhagen
on May 5th, 1813. He came of Jutish peasant stock.
His father, Michael Pedersen Kierkegaard, as a boy
had herded sheep on the Jutland moors ; and these
solitudes left an indelible stamp of melancholy on
him, which he transmitted to his son. At the age of
twelve, however, Michael Kierkegaard made his way
to Copenhagen, and by shrewd commonsense and
business ability worked his way up to affluence.
He became a hosier, and gradually extended his shop
into a kind of general warehouse ; before Soren was
born he was able to retire from business altogether.
Of Kierkegaard's mother there is less, and indeed,
nothing to say. She was his father's second wife,
and had previously been his servant. She lived until
Soren was twenty-one, but seems to have meant
nothing for his development; at least, he never
mentions her.

Soren Kierkegaard was the seventh and youngest
child of his parents, who, at his birth, were fifty-seven
and forty-five ; he was born old and never knew what
it was to be young. Unfortunately the conditions

1  Soren Kierkegaards Papirer.    Udgivnc af P. A. Heiberg og V. Kuhr.
Vols. I-X, Copenhagen, 1909-20.

2  Soren   Kierkegaards   Gesammelte   Werke.    Unverkiirzt   herausgegeben
von H. Gottsched und Christoph Schrempf.    12 vols.    Jena,  1909 ff.
There is also an introductory volume to this edition by O. P. Monrad,
Soren Kierkegaardt setn Leben und sezw Werke, Jena, 1909.